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People will always react to an

emergency. Whether their
responses are appropriate or not
is another issue

Your response to an emergency is
World Health Organization (WHO)

a function of your preparedness.
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INTRODUCTION

Would you respond to an

emergency in your place of
work?

Would you respond to an
emergency outside your
Figure 1: An injured female worker (Aequitas Legal)

place of work?

BEYOND THE WORKPLACE

You are more likely to be involved in an accident outside your

workplace. This is not just in Nigeria. It is a global fact!

This is partly so because the implementation of Health and Safety is
more pronounced at work.

About 88% of Sudden Cardiac Arrests occur at home or in the
presence of family members, friends or neighbours.
American Heart Association (AHA)

BY THE NUMBERS

 An average of 380,500 deaths are due to occupational accidents

annual.
International Labour Organization (ILO), 2017.

 Over 1.6 million people worldwide lose their lives to violence each

year.
 About 1.35 million people die each year as a result of road traffic
accidents.

World Health Organization (WHO)

THE NEED FOR FIRST AID

*‘Other’ includes smothering,

asphyxiation, choking, animal
and venomous bites,
hypothermia and hyperthermia,

as well as natural disasters.
Injuries and violence facts (WHO, 2010)

Figure 2: Causes of injury deaths, World (Global burden of disease, 2014)

THE PSYCHOSOCIAL ISSUES IN EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN
THE PUBLIC SPACE
What are the many reasons why you wouldn’t attend to a victim of an

accident on the streets of Nigeria?

 Mob action?
 Incriminating allegations?
 Economic burden?

Figure 3: Road traffic accident involving a BRT (Premium Times)

THE PSYCHOSOCIAL ISSUES – THE REAL FEAR!

 Incriminating allegations by the police
 Social burden: the casualty may be rejected by hospitals
 Economic burden: the helper may be trapped in a situation where
they are asked to offset medical bills

OTHER PSYCHOSOCIAL ISSUES

 Poor education
 The risk of contracting a disease
 The fear of the unknown

 The bystander effect
The bystander effect is the reluctance of bystanders
to get involved in an emergency, including a first aid
emergency.
British Red Cross

Figure 4: The bystander effect illustration (The Unassuming Scholar, 2015)

Diffusion of responsibility (Darley & Latane, 1968)

OTHER PSYCHOSOCIAL ISSUES

Figure 5: Newspapers headline on Kitty’s murder that gave rise to the concept of “the bystander effect (Daily FT)

WHAT THE LAWS SAY…

The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, as

amended
…“the security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose
of government” Section 14 (2) (b).

“Every person has a right to life…” Section 33 (1).

Figure 6: (Dave Ryan Law)

WHAT THE LAWS SAY…

National Health Act, 2014
“A health care provider, health worker or health establishment shall not
refuse a person emergency medical treatment for any reason.” Section
20 (1).

“A person who contravenes this section (above) commits an offence

and is liable on conviction to a fine of N100,000 or to imprisonment for
a period not exceeding six months or to both.” Section 20 (1).

WHAT THE LAWS SAY…

Compulsory Treatment and Care For Victims Of Gunshot Act, 2017

“As from the commencement of this Act every hospital in Nigeria whether
public or private shall accept or receive for immediate and adequate
treatment with or without police clearance any person with a gunshot

wounds.” Section 1.

“Any person or authority including any police officer or other security
agents or hospital who stands by or omits to do his bit which results in the
unnecessary death of any person with bullet wounds commits an offence
and shall on conviction be liable to 5 years imprisonment a fine of
N50,000.00 or both.” Section 13.

THE GOOD SAMARITAN LAW

There is no “Good Samaritan Law” in Nigeria.
Hon. Jimi Benson in 2016 sponsored the Good Samaritan Bill and was
passed in the National Assembly in bid to aid a system where
Nigerians are encouraged to help accident victims.

Figure 7: Illustration of the Good Samaritan (Crosswalk)

THE GOOD SAMARITAN LAW

Code of Virginia: § 8.01-225. Persons rendering emergency care,

obstetrical services exempt from liability.
A. Any person who:
1. In good faith, renders emergency care or assistance, without
compensation, to any ill or injured person (i) at the scene of an
accident, fire, or any life-threatening emergency; (ii) at a location for

screening or stabilization of an emergency medical condition arising
from an accident, fire, or any life-threatening emergency; or (iii) en
route to any hospital, medical clinic, or doctor's office, shall not be

liable for any civil damages for acts or omissions resulting from the
rendering of such care or assistance.

RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES

Failure to attend promptly to a patient requiring urgent attention when

the practitioner was in a position to do so amounts to medical
negligence according to Rules of Professional Conduct for Medical
and Dental Practitioners (Code of Medical Ethics).

The biblical account of the Parable of the Good Samaritan. Luke

10:25-37

"If anyone saves a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all
humankind." [Sûrah al-Mâ'idah: 32]

ASK YOURSELF

In light of the various excuses and fears, would you act differently if

you found out that the victim was a family member?

Image Credit: internet

THE WAY FORWARD

 Don’t just be a professional, be humanitarian – go beyond ethics.
 Get and share quality Safety Education, not just the certificates.
 Be aware that public safety has an Impact on Occupational Safety.

 Don’t just reprimand violators, reward champions – Public Safety
Champions.
 Institutionalize Community-Based Emergency Management.
 Get everyone involved (inclusive Emergency Preparedness education)
– professionals; children; law enforcement personnel; community
leaders.

INSTITUTIONALISATION OF COMMUNITY BASED EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT
 Policy: Embedding Community Based Emergency Management in

Local Government plans.
 Structures & Mechanisms: Involving local stakeholders and
community leaders and members.
 Capacities: Getting everyone informed and provide trainings.
 Culture: Promoting evidence of the role of communities

 Funding: Using existing community structure.
 Accountability: Continuously evaluating of the process.

Ref: Cookbook on Institutionalising Sustainable Community Based Disaster Risk Management (CDRM)

SOME COMMUNITY-BASED EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
PROJECTS
The Akoka Experience: Free
First Aid Training programme for
the members of the Akoka
community – 138 kids and 51
adults.

First Aid for Children in the
Slum: A 3-hour First Aid Education
for 50 Children.

Image Credit: The Author

SOME COMMUNITY-BASED EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
PROJECTS
First Aid Education for Children
- The Galilee 1 Experience: free
First Aid training for over 50
children in Lagos.

From the Classroom to the
Streets: About 1,000 people were
trained on the street.

Image Credit: The Author

LAST NOTE
Up to 59% of deaths from injury may have been prevented if first aid
was given before the emergency medical services arrived.
British Red Cross, 2016

Figure 12: BRT bus crushes student to death in Ikorodu (Linda Ikeji's Blog)
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